shall find rest unto your souls."
(Matthew 11:29)

The Pharisee's yoke = keep the law of
Moses.

Jesus yoke = rest.

Which yoke will you embrace?
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No Such Command

"Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain
which went out from us have troubled you
with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye
must be circumcised, and keep the law: to
whom we gave no such
commandment:" (Acts 15:24)

The bottom line: the apostles, elders, and
leaders of the first church never
commanded people to keep the law of
Moses.

They recognized such commands as being
"troubling" and "subversive."

The apostles' position will be evident in the
council's conclusion of the debate.
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The Council's Decision

"For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to
us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these
necessary things; (29) That ye abstain from
meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from
things strangled, and from fornication: from
which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare
ye well." (Acts 15:28-29)

It is imperative to note who the decision-makers
were in this determination. The Holy Spirit, the
apostles, and the elders arrived at this
judgment.

On this authority, only four things were deemed
to be necessary for adherence by Gentile
converts.

An in-depth analysis of what these necessary
things included would be beneficial; however,
this study will end with what is not included in
these requirements.

Keeping the law of Moses is not considered a
"necessary thing" by the Holy Spirit or the
Jerusalem Council's leaders.
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"When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no
small dissension and disputation with them,
they determined that Paul and Barnabas,
and certain other of them, should go up to
Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders
about this question."

(Acts 15:2)

Acts chapter 15 is Scripture that is vital to
understand accurately. Incredibly essential
decisions were made by this council, under
the Holy Spirit's leading, that have guided
the true church since its inception.
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The Problems And The Resolutions

The Problem In Antioch
Circumcision Required For Salvation

"And certain men which came down from
Judaea taught the brethren, and said, Except
ye be circumcised after the manner of
Moses, ye cannot be saved." (Acts 15:1)



THE JERUSALEM COUNCIL

Men came to Antioch from Judaea, teaching
that people needed to be circumcised to be
saved. As noted in Acts 15:2 (quoted above,)
Paul and Barnabas had a great dispute with
those teaching this doctrine.

It should be noted that the Bible does not
indicate that these men were believers.
Scripture does not say that they were
Pharisees. It does not say that they were
sent by or affiliated with the leadership in
Jerusalem.

These observations are critical to understand
when looking at the problem addressed in
Jerusalem.
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The Problem In Jerusalem
Circumcision And Keep The Law

As verse 2 (above and later in verse 22)
states, Paul, Barnabas, Barsabas, and Silas,
were sent to Jerusalem to get this matter
settled with the apostles and elders. As the
council convened, a different issue arose
from another group of people.

"But there rose up certain of the sect of the
Pharisees which believed, saying, That it was
needful to circumcise them, and to
command them to keep the law of
Moses." (Acts 15:5)

First, we see that in Jerusalem, those

involved in the dispute were not the same as
those that came to Antioch. These men were
believing Pharisees that were involved in the
council, and they compounded the problem.

There is no reference to mandates for salvation,
but instead that Gentile converts needed to be
circumcised and keep the law.

"Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not
them, which from among the Gentiles are
turned to God:" (Acts 15:19)

This is evident in the above verse. The group of
believing Pharisees in verse 5 are presenting a
different problem than the men from Judea in
verse 1.

The men from Judea taught that you cannot be
saved without circumcision. The Pharisees that
believed wanted to teach Gentile converts
(those who already turned to God) to be
circumcised and keep the law of Moses.

~N NSNS A

The Problem Summary

The problem began with Judaizers (those who
insisted on adding the Jewish practices to
converts to Christ) demanding circumcision as
necessary for salvation. This position changed
as the Jerusalem council began. The morphed
problem was that Gentile converts should be
commanded to be circumcised and keep the
law of Moses.

Different groups of people proposed different
expectations to be placed on new believers.
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An Unbearable Yoke

"Now therefore why tempt ye God, to put a
yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which
neither our fathers nor we were able to
bear?" (Acts 15:10)

Peter says that the fathers of old and the
apostles were unable to bear the yoke. We
need to determine what "yoke" Peter was
referencing.

Some people say that this council was only
addressing the idea that circumcision is
mandatory for salvation. Is it conceivable
that Peter is saying that circumcision is the
unbearable yoke?

Jewish boys were circumcised when they
were eight days old. It is not plausible that
Peter's circumcision when he was eight days
old was a life-long burden that he could not
bear.

The reality of Peter's reference to the yoke is
the bondage of keeping the law of Moses.

Peter likely remembers the words of Jesus
and the yoke that He offers. A yoke of rest!

"Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye



