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Contemporary Examples

The demonic approach to defeating
Christians is dangerous, but it is also tedious.
The evil one employs the same old tricks
over and over again. Sincere followers of
the Lord are aware of the devil’s schemes
and, with God’s help, are not ensnared by
them.

A cursory review of our world today reveals
these tactics are still being used. If one
turns to the news, we readily see “us” versus
“them” reporting. Yet, in Christ, there is
unity, not divisiveness. Jesus divides us from
wickedness but unites His people in love.

Fear is the mainstay of journalism. Nearly
every news story is filled with terror.
Themes of death and destruction are found
in almost all headlines. Yet the phrases
“fear not” or “do not be afraid” are found
repeatedly in the Bible.

It seems the world wants us to live in fear,
but God wants us to live in faith.
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Brother Shall Deliver Up Brother

“And the brother shall deliver up the
brother to death, and the father the child:
and the children shall rise up against their

parents, and cause them to be put to death.”
(Matthew 10:21)

Sadly, we have already seen families devastated
by satanic divisiveness.  Some have been
embittered against family and friends due to
differences of belief. Of course, this is not new,
but it does appear to be escalating or is at least
spoken of more publicly.
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The Solution

“As for a person who stirs up division, after
warning him once and then twice, have nothing
more to do with him,”

(Titus 3:10)

Isn’t this verse divisive? No! It is intended to
protect the children of God. If we allow the
carnally minded, those who sow fear and
discord, to remain uncorrected in the fellowship
of the saints...their poison will spread.

More devastating disagreements will be the
result. Therefore, inside the body of Christ, we
must prayerfully and Biblically deal with the
problem.

“A little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.”
(Galatians 5:9)
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Satan’s Failed Strategy

Divide and conquer has been the devil’s
ongoing and ever-failing strategy since the
beginning. We see his demonic efforts at
divisive devastation repeatedly throughout
the Bible, and he continues with this same
scheme today. There is nothing new under
the sun.

“The thing that hath been, it is that which
shall be; and that which is done is that which
shall be done: and there is no new thing
under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)
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War In Heaven

“And there was war in heaven: Michael and
his angels fought against the dragon; and
the dragon fought and his angels, (8) And

prevailed not; neither was their place found

any more in heaven. (9) And the great
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the
whole world: he was cast out into the earth,
and his angels were cast out with



DIVIDE AND CONQUER

him.” (Revelation 12:7-9)

At some point after Creation and before
Adam and Eve sinned in Eden, Satan rebelled
in Heaven. He sought to divide the heavenly
host against God and to elevate himself to
equality with or superiority over God.

The devil succeeded in luring a third of the
angels to separate from God’s rule. He
attempted to divide and conquer.

Satan failed!

Michael and the godly angels (those not
deceived) fought against the dragon, and his
angels, and the devil lost. The strategy was
divide and conquer, but it ended up as divide
and be conquered!
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The Garden Of Eden

“And the man said, The woman whom thou
gavest to be with me, she gave me of the
tree, and | did eat. (13) And the Lord God said
unto the woman, What is this that thou hast
done? And the woman said, The serpent
beguiled me, and | did eat.” (Genesis 3:12-
13)

After the devil failed to conquer in Heaven,
he attempted the divide and conquer plan in

Eden. It worked...initially.

Lucifer, the deceiver, enticed Eve to eat the

forbidden fruit, Eve gave it to Adam, and sin
entered the world.

The plan was to sever Adam and Eve from God,
from each other, and from creation...it
WORKED! However, that is not the end of the
story. Just a couple of verses later, God
introduces the concept of the Messiah.

“And I will put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his

heel.” (Genesis 3:15)

The Seed (Jesus) of the woman would defeat the
deceiver and bring people back into relationship
with God.

Ultimately, Satan failed again.

~N NSNS

What Fellowship Has Christ With Belial

We can see the enemy’s efforts to divide and
conquer throughout the Bible. Noah and the
world, David and some of his sons, Job and his
friends, are just a few examples we could
discuss.

One of the most potent Scriptures may be when
the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness.

Attempt to divide Jesus from God’s Word

“But he answered and said, It is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” (Matthew 4:4)

Jesus was hungry, and Satan tried to divide
Jesus from the Word of God. The devil tried
to get Jesus to sell out his birthright (like
Esau) for physical food. However, Jesus
defeated the tempter by quoting the Word
of God and embracing God’s spiritual
nourishment.

Attempt to sever Jesus from God’s
Faithfulness

“Jesus said unto him, It is written again,
Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy
God.” (Matthew 4:7)

Satan took Jesus to the pinnacle of the
Temple and quoted Scripture (out of
context) to get Jesus to test God and His
protection. Again Jesus was victorious over
the devil by quoting the Word of God.

Attempt to separate Jesus from His Father

“Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence,

Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship

the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou
serve.” (Matthew 4:10)

Lucifer showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the
world and promised to give them to Jesus if
He would worship the devil. Jesus, once
again, thwarted the enemy’s divisiveness by
guoting the Scriptures.

Satan’s efforts to divide Jesus from His
Father and the Word of God were
unsuccessful because Jesus knew and
quoted the Bible in defense against the
enemy’s attacks.



